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PLANT CATEGORIES:
Plant-Like Algae

Plant-like algae lack stems and
leaves, although sometimes
they have structures that can be
mistaken for stems and leaves.
Plant-like algae are green with
cylindrical, whorled branches.
They lack roots, but some
species attach to the sediment.
Plant-like algae tend to lie on
or just above the sediments.
They are found from shallow
water to very deep areas
(20-30 meters) in clear water.

Floating Leaved, Rooted Plants

These plants are rooted in the
sediment and have leaves that
float on the water surface.

They may also have underwater
leaves. Often the stems of these
plants are not firm enough to
keep them upright when removed
from the water and at low water
they may be found collapsed on
the lake bottom. They often form a bed along a lake
margin in water 1-3 meters deep.

Submerged Plants

The entire plant is usually
underwater, but the flowers and
fruits may rise above the water
surface. Submerged species

are rooted in the sediment

and have underwater leaves.
They can grow from shallow
water to depths greater than

10 meters in very clear water.

Free Floating Plants

Free-floating plants float in the

water column, on the surface

of the water, or lie on the

bottom. This category includes

some of the smallest members

of the plant kingdom, such as

watermeal plants, which look

like green specks on the water surface. These plants
do not root in the sediment, although some species
have roots that dangle in the water. They sometimes
form extensive green mats on the water surface.

Shoreline Plants

Shoreline plants grow along
edges of lakes, rivers, streams,
and ponds or on wet ground
away from open water. They
have at least part of their stems,
leaves, and flowers emerging
above the water surface and

are rooted in the sediments.
Some plants that typically grow
in deep water may be found
along the shoreline in late
summer when water levels are low.




