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Why are Pollinators Important ? 

Chloe the gardener knows how important bees and the butterflies are 

to humans. The Butterflies and the Bees pollinate flowers to help grow 

new fruits and vegetables such as apples and melons, potatoes 

and beans. 

We depend on pollinators every day for our production of 

these fruits and vegeatbles, even chocolate. 

However, many of our pollinators are under threat. 

While bees are likely the best known pollinators, butterflies are also 

crucial ta the pollination process. ~ 
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What is Pollination? "ffi ~ 
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.,___~When a honeybee lands on an apple ~ 

blossom, it sips the sweet nectar. ~ ~ < 
Tiny grains of pollen stick to it's legs. 

~~~o 
As the bee flies from flower to flower, t ~ 
the pollen it carries fertilizes ~.o
the blossoms. 0 ~~ 
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~ 
ore 3 kinds of bees in O h· 

,~ete Q 1v6 . 
~~ ueen, •t6i Worker and Drone. 

;,• 

The bees use their honeycomb cells 
to raise their babies in, and to store nectar, Q) 
~ honey, pollen and water. Q) 
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If._ EARTH DAY 
Help Save Our Pollinators al 
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We depend on pollinators every day for our production of everything from apples to squash, to even ~ 
chocolate. However, many of our pollinators are under threat. While bees are likely the best known § 
pollinators, butterflies are also crucial to the pollination process. The main threat facing pollinators ~ 
is loss of habitat. j 

What Can You Do To Help? 

~ Plant a Butterfly Garden. Butterflies are important pollinators too! 

~fh Build a Bumblebee Home. 
~ A flowerpot cottage is just right for bumblebees. Fill it with cozy nesting material and some 

buzzy bees will hopefully move right in. 

~ Spread the word- Tell your friends how cool our pollinators are. 

~ Borrow a book about Insects from your local library. 
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Grow native wildflowers 
You can help the pollinating insects by telling others about pollination and by 

planting native wildflowers that bees and butterflies like. 

Wha t flowers do bees like ? .................................................................................................................................................................. 

Wha t flowers do butterflies like ?......................................................................................................................................................... . 

Ask your parentsor teacher to help you research w ha t plants are best for your area. 





Butterflies are also important pollinators 
Draw some more butterflies below 

~ 
Provide water 

~ ----
Plant wildflowers 
such as milkweed 
and Queen 
Anne's lace 
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Bee qnd butterAy populq-tions qre decreqsing, qnd -thq-t decreqse is upsetting -the 
bqlqnce in our environment. We cqn help pollinq-tors live qnd -thrive by plqn-ting 
different kinds ofnq-tive Aowers -thq-t bloom in -the spring, summer qnd fall .. 

c\ aw bu-tterAies anc\ bees 
Vse this space to r 

· Dr'1wn by ........... .. ..... . 

Go outsic!e <lnc! see how m<lny c!iffetent butterflies <lnc! 
bees you eqn spot. 
Bottow <ln insect fielc! guic!e ftom yout libt<lty to help 
you ic!enti(y e<lch insect. 

How mc1ny bees did you spot? D 
How mc1ny butterAies cc1n you nc1me? D 
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If you don't 
h:we cl bc1ckyc1 rd, 
you cc1n grow 

Aoweijot 

Tell your fr iends 
why it is 
importc1nt to help 
our poll inc1t or 
friends - the bees 
c1nd t he 
butterAies 
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Chloe the gardener knows how importantthe bees and the butterflies are 

to humans. The Butterflies and the Bees pollinate flowers to help grow 

new fruits and vegetables such as apples and melons, potatoes 

and beans. 
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y-\umbugs Pfeq 
EARTH DAY 2011 9e 

<l\~ ~(hV ~I, ................... ............................ pledge 
to help the Little Humbugs rclise clWclreness for our pollincltors by: '.!: 

:3...., 
z ro-

0 ....,Growing flowers in cl pot or plclnting cl butterfly gclrden. 0 
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Building cl Bumblebee home using cl clcly flower pot. ~ 
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uProviding cl welter stcltion for butterflies. 
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:3Telling my friends clll clbout our pollincltors. ..n 
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Spending time outdoors, wcltching clnd recording the insects 
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visiting my bclckyclrd or loeql pclrk. i 
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Ple;ise print using recycleq p;iper fo r il H;i ppier Pl;inet 
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ui.:;,,i,,::a.:a.:.~.i,,;:a http://bit.ly/b5BOSV 

.................,.cu @littlehumbugs 

www.marghanita.com 

• 

"When children and nature mix, something magical happens-
every child deserves that magic!" 

" I believe if we instill a love of nature in a child, they will want to protect it." 


